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Unusual diagnosis of malignant melanoma via cholangioscopy

A 75-year-old male patient was admitted
to the emergency department with feb-
rile temperature. The patient presented
with multiple, very dark nevi all over his
face and body, previously diagnosed as
benign.

Laboratory tests revealed clear signs of
cholangitis with elevated white blood
cells (16x103/uL), C-reactive protein
(154 mg/L), bilirubin (104 pmol/L), alka-
line phosphatase (595U/L), gamma-glu-
tamyl transferase (1456U/L), glutamic
oxaloacetic transaminase (95U/L), and
glutamic pyruvic transaminase (162 U/L).
Ultrasonography confirmed a dilatation
of the common bile duct (CBD) of 18 mm
and showed hyperechoic material ante-
rior to the ampulla vateri without poste-
rior acoustic shadowing (»Fig.1a).
Endoscopic retrograde cholangiography
(ERC) was performed and delineated a
suspicious contrast-enhanced structure
in the distal CBD that was easily mobilized
but could not be extracted with either
balloon catheter or basket (» Fig. 1b). Cy-
tological brushing and biopsy were per-
formed, and a polyethylene stent (10 Fr/
5cm Flexima stent; Boston Scientific,
Marlborough, Massachusetts, USA) was
inserted. Subsequently, laboratory surro-
gates of cholangitis and the patient’s
temperature rapidly returned to normal.
Owing to the suspicious finding, ERC was
repeated with cholangioscopy (SpyGlass;
Boston Scientific) and showed a darkly
colored, polypoid tumor in the distal CBD
(»Video 1). According to the multiple
nevi, a suspicion of malignant melanoma
was raised and staging examinations
were recommended. Computed tomog-
raphy of the thorax showed multiple, sus-
picious bipulmonary micronodules (max-
imum size 6 mm). Histopathologic exam-
inations showed atypical infiltrates with
expression of the melanocytic markers
Melan A, HMB45, and S 100.The biliary
lesion microscopically correlated with

» Fig.1 The tumor in the common bile duct. a Ultrasound. b Cholangiogram.

D video 1 Cholangioscopy showed the darkly colored, polypoid tumor in the distal com-

mon bile duct.

focal, highly atypical tumor cell aggre-
gates. Both findings were consistent with
a manifestation of malignant melanoma.
The primary origin of malignant melano-
ma remained unknown.

Shortly before initiation of immune
checkpoint inhibitor treatment, includ-
ing nivolumab and ipilimumab for BRAF
V600-negative stage IV melanoma, the
patient sadly passed away.
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The here presented case demonstrates
the high diagnostic utility of cholangios-
copy for rare diagnosis within the biliary
tree.

Endoscopy_UCTN_Code_CCL_1AZ_2AC

Competing interests

The authors declare that they have no con-
flict of interest.

E875



The authors

Martha M. Kirstein', Lars Tharun?, Jens U.

Marquardt’, Philipp Solbach’

1 Tst Department of Medicine, University
Medical Center Schleswig-Holstein, Campus
Luebeck, Luebeck, Germany

2 Institute of Pathology, University Medical
Center Schleswig-Holstein, Campus
Luebeck, Luebeck, Germany

Corresponding author

Martha Kirstein, MD

1st Department of Medicine, University
Medical Center Schleswig-Holstein, Campus
Luebeck, Ratzeburger Allee 160, 23538
Luebeck, Germany
martha.kirstein@uksh.de

E876

Bibliography

Endoscopy 2022; 54: E875-E876

DOI 10.1055/a-1860-1225

ISSN 0013-726X

published online 24.6.2022

© 2022. The Author(s).

This is an open access article published by Thieme under the
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonDerivative-
NonCommercial License, permitting copying and reproduc-
tion so long as the original work is given appropriate credit.
Contents may not be used for commercial purposes, or
adapted, remixed, transformed or built upon. (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/)

Georg Thieme Verlag KG, RidigerstraRe 14,
70469 Stuttgart, Germany

©@OSG

& Thieme

ENDOSCOPY E-VIDEOS
https:||eref.thieme.de|e-videos

= AE! Endoscopy E-Videos is an
5 open access online section,
= reporting on interesting cases
and new techniques in gastroenterological

endoscopy. All papers include a high
quality video and all contributions are
freely accessible online. Processing charges
apply (currently EUR 375), discounts and
wavers acc. to HINARI are available.

This section has its own submission
website at
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/e-videos
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