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Unusual Cases and Technical Notes

Diagnostic Value of Laparoscopic Transcystic
Cholangioscopy

A 3l-year-old man who had been suffering from biliary colice for
three years was examined using endoscopic retrograde cholangio-
graphy, which revealed a very small defeet (2 mm) at the duodenal
end of the common bile duet (CBD) (Figure 1). Conventional
ultrasonography disclosed a stone in the gallbladder. The CBD was
5mm in diameter,

[he patient underwent laparoscopic transcystic cholangioscopy
(LTC) and laparoscopic cholecystectomy (1), After the eystic duct
had been gently dilated using Maryland foreeps, a cholangioscope
(3.1 mm in external diameter) was mnserted into the CBD, More
than ten polypoid lesions were detected at the duodenal end of the
CBD (Figure 2). Biopsy of the polyvps was carried out through the
toreeps channel of the cholungioscope. Subsequently, laparoscopic
cholecystectomy was performed using the routine methods. The
patient suffered no complications from the procedure. Examina-
tion of the biopsy specimens revealed cholesterol polyps.

Reports of patients with polvpoid lesions of the CBD who had
neither jaundice nor dilation of the bile duct have been published
previously (2), Definitive diagnosis of these lesions has often been
based on pathological examination of the biopsy specimens
collected through the biopsy channel of the cholangioscope after
conventional open choledochotomy, or examination of surgically
removed tissues (3). Towever. LTC can provide a definitive
diagnosis ol the CBD lesions without the need for choledocho-
tomy. In cases of laparoscopic cholecystectomy, LTC is a very
useful method for diagnosing bile duct diseases.
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Figure 1: Endo-
SCOpIC retrograde cho-
langiograrm showing a
small defect (2 mm) at
the end ol the cam
mon bile duct

Figure 2: Cholan-
gioscopy dernonstrat-
ing small polypoid le-
sionsat the end aof the
caommaon bile duct

The calor of these |e-
sinns was similar to
that of the surround-
Ing tissues.
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