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The United States and the industrialized world is currently in an economic recession that likely began in December of 2007 and over a short time has led to a substantial credit crisis, market collapse, and increased worldwide bankruptcy and unemployment.[1]
        

While traditional medical specialties have generally been buffered by changes in the economic climate, cosmetic surgery, as well as other forms of fee-for-service medical care, are strongly affected by market forces.[2]
        

The goal of this study is to understand the ramifications of the 2008 economic recession on the practice of facial plastic and reconstructive surgery in the United States and foster discussion regarding management strategies.
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