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Abstract



            
Background An accessory slip arising from the extensor carpi ulnaris (ECU) tendon that inserts on the fifth metacarpal bone has been identified. We describe the frequency of this accessory slip arising from the ECU tendon and provide both qualitative and quantitative description of the slip via cadaveric examination.



            
Methods Fifty (28 males and 22 females) cadaveric upper extremity specimens were examined after loupe-aided dissection of the dorsoulnar wrist and hand with identification of the ECU tendon. The presence of an accessory slip arising from the ECU tendon was noted. The insertion and morphology of the accessory slip was also described.



            
Results An accessory slip arising from the ECU tendon at the level of the radiocarpal joint was found to insert on the fifth metacarpal bone in 11 (22%) specimens. Nine accessory slips inserted at the base of the fifth metacarpal (Nakashima Type A) and two inserted at the fifth metacarpal head (Nakashima Type C). Mean width of the accessory slip was 1.2 ± 0.4 mm. No evidence of sexual dimorphism was found regarding the morphology of the accessory slip.



            
Conclusion The current study demonstrates the relative frequency and morphology of the accessory slip arising from the ECU tendon. This variant should be of diagnostic consideration in ailments of the dorsoulnar wrist and hand. Hand surgeons should be aware of this anatomic variant and its potential for clinical manifestation.
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Note

[bookmark: FN1600018cra-2]
        
Investigation was performed at the Division of Hand Surgery, New York University Hospital for Joint Diseases, New York, NY.
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All procedures followed as part of this study were in accordance with ethical standards of the Institutional Review Board and with the Helsinki Declaration of 1975, revised in 2000. Informed consent was not obtained as this was a cadaveric study. Figs. 2 and 3 include images of cadaveric specimens; however, no identifiable features are present and confidentiality is maintained. No external funding was obtained in support of this investigation.
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