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Over the last two decades, the field of interventional radiology
has developed from a procedure-based specialty to a strong
patient care-based clinical specialty working in concert with
other medical, oncologic, and surgical specialties. To thatend, a
multidisciplinary approach to various gastrointestinal disor-
ders has become more common leading to formation of
multidisciplinary management care teams and tumor boards
with the ultimate goal of providing better patient care. Al-
though this approach has been quite successful, the medical
community at large continues to lack the academic integration
such that the world of academia remains compartmentalized.
Ultimately, the idea of academic inclusivity has been equally
lacking in the field of digestive diseases where interventions
are provided by various disciplines. From this, the first multi-
disciplinary meeting of the American Society of Digestive
Disease Interventions (ASDDI) was held in Cleveland, Ohio,
in September 2014, and was a tremendous success. Based in
the increasing number of scientific papers submitted to the
second annual meeting of the ASDDI held in Boston, Massa-
chusetts, in October 2015, we believed there was sufficient
interest and enthusiasm to start a forum whereby practi-
tioners can enhance the spread of knowledge in this area.
Given the lack of journals focused solely on the clinical
management, technical innovations and novel therapies relat-
ed to digestive diseases and their interventions, the idea of
starting the journal Digestive Disease Interventions was born.

Digestive Disease Interventions aims to publish high-qual-
ity invited review articles, scientific manuscripts, and case
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reports in the related sciences. Hope-
fully, the readers from various disci-
plines will find the published articles
useful in their clinical and academic
practice. At this time, the journal will
be published quarterly with reviews
related to specific topics. For the first
year, topics to be covered include
biliary disease, hepatocellular carci-
noma, liver metastases, and portal
hypertension, and each issue will be edited by guest editors
who are renowned in their respective areas. Over time, we
plan to increase the number of scientific submissions, hoping
that the journal will become a bimonthly or monthly
endeavor.

We would like to extend warm and sincere thanks to the
publisher, Thieme, for their commitment to Digestive Dis-
ease Interventions and having the vision and understanding
that this field has been lacking a high-quality and focused
journal. We also want to thank our international editorial
board whose work in this area has aided in the advance-
ment of patient care and interventions related to digestive
diseases. Last, we hope that the readers of Digestive Disease
Interventions will find the articles to be of great interest
and quality, and plan to submit their highest-quality work
to it.

We look forward to a successful first year of Digestive
Disease Interventions.

David C. Madoff, MD
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