50 Years SYNTHESIS - Golden Anniversary Issue

Dear SYNTHESIS readers,

Happy Birthday SYNTHESIS! Our journal is now 50 years
old.

In the last 50 years, SYNTHESIS has published original syn-
thetic work from organic chemists all over the world.

Since 1969, when our journal first appeared, the field of
synthetic organic chemistry has changed considerably, and
a leading organic chemist of 1969 would certainly have dif-
ficulty in following the chemistry described in synthetic
schemes found in publications from 2019. There are, how-
ever, some things that remain invariant over time; for ex-
ample, Dieter Seebach published his seminal review on
umpolung in 1969 and he is also a contributor to this
Golden Issue of 2019.

For this issue, we have invited some of the most prestigious
organic chemists to contribute a publication of their recent
work. More than 60 leading organic chemists from all over
the world have accepted and their work will appear in two
Golden Issues (Parts I and II). We are very proud to publish
this important body of research and all contributions of the
Golden Issues will be published Open Access in electronic
form to allow maximum access to the scientific community.
This issue expresses our trust in the importance of synthetic
organic chemistry in the future of the larger field of organic
chemistry.

Two new editors have joined our team: Prof. Hideki
Yorimitsu, Kyoto University, who replaces Tohru Fukuyama,
and Prof. Franziska Schoenebeck from RWTH Aachen Uni-
versity, who will take over the responsibilities from Erick
Carreira regarding the organization of Special Topics and
occasional Special Issues.

Both Erick and Tohru joined the SYNTHESIS board in 1998.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank them very
much for their great commitment over the last 20 years.

Finally, we would like to thank all the authors from
SYNTHESIS for the trust they place in our editorial team for
handling their manuscripts and publishing their work.

We hope that you will all enjoy reading this special birth-
day issue, and we wish you a Happy and Successful New
Year!

Paul Knochel, Editor-in-Chief
LMU Munich
December 2018

Prof. Fran

ziska Schoenebeck
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D. Seebach and co-authors

Dem Jowrnal Synthesis gratuliere ich zum 50. Gebwitstog:
Die jetzigen und friheren Herousgelber und die Thieme-
Mavunschaft habew seit der Grindung im Jahre 1969 zahlveiche
wegweisenden Arbeiten publigiert, und mit SYNLETT, SynOpen
SYNFACTS und SYNFORM gewissermaflen Nachkommen
hervorgebracht, alle mit Schwerpunkt auf unsere geliebte Kunst
und Wissenschaft der Organischen Synthese.

Es freut michy dass ich sowohl im alleversten Heft (Synthesis
1969, S. 17, ,Nucleophile Acylierung’”) als auch um jetzigen
Jubiéiwmsheft (Synthesis 2019, ,Synthesis of Cyanophycin
Segmenty for Investigations of Cell Penetration) guscunmimen mit
meinen Helfern eine Verdffentlichung beitragen duifte,; wobei die
beiden Titel Schwerpunktyverschiebungen in der Organischen
Synthese und die de-facto-Ablosung von Deutsch duwrch Englisch
aly Sprache der Wissenschaft widerspiegeln.

Fow die ndichsten Dekaden wiwnsche ich der Synthesis
weiterhin viel Erfolg, das heifit einen hohen Impaktfaktor, wnd
denAutoren und Herauwsgelbern Freude o der Verbreitung newer
Synthesemethoden und kinfiiger Syntheseziele.

Ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius said: "At
Jifty, 1 knew the will of Heaven". The past half
century has witnessed that synthesis is acting a
greater role for the betterment of mankind. On the
occasion of this wonderful moment, 1 would like to
say happy birthday and synthesize our brilliant

future.

Aiwen Lei
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Wuthan University
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Tomas Hudlicky
Canada Research Chair (Tier I) in Organic Synthesis and Biocatalysis
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M. Shibasaki

A. Koskinen

Of course | wish to express my warmest birthday congratulations
to SYNTHESIS for reaching the mature age of 50!

Ari Koskinen

AL QLR {
Happy 50th Birthday Synthesis; we all look forward to the next Golden Issue in 2069
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