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Cervical Tube Pedicle Graft in the Reconstruction of
Full Thickness Defect of the Lower Lip

*P. L. Bafna and

Cheiloplasty of the lower lip with two
flaps from the wunaftected upper lip was
performed by Stein. as early as 1847, since
then Sabattini (1857), Estlander (1872}, Abbe
(1898), devised their technique independen-
tly of each other, utilising the upper lip in
the reconstruction of lower lip.

Von (1859), used bilateral fuli
thickness naso-latial flaps for the recon-
struction of lower lip. Gillies (1957), re-
constructed lower lip by mobilisation and
readjustment of the skin of the cheek.
Olivary (1973} performed a one stage re-
construction of lower lip by subglandular
flaps and provided the vermilion border

from the nasolabial mucosa. Harvey (1974)
went a stage further in utilising the tongue
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flap in the reconstruction of lower lip.

The wuse of a cervical skin tube for re-
construction of the lower lip is not preferable
over the methods mentioned before, but was
useful in our elderly patient whose lower lip
was involved almost completely with mali-
ghant disease,

Case Report

A 75 year old man was admitted at
M. C. Hospital, Jodhpur with a greyish
white, raised, indurated, and ulcerated
growth involving more than half of the lower
lip onleft side (Fig. 1). It had started near
the left angle of the mouth close to the
vermilion border six months previously.
It had progressed gradually to involve
almost 2/3 of the left side of the lower lip.
The remaining third of the lower lip was
covered by a leukoplakic patch, which ex-
tended down to the gingivo-labial fold.
Biopsy revealed it 1o be a squamous cell
carcinoma stage Il

As the growth was involving almost
the entire lower lip, a complete excision of
the lower lip barring a small portion near

the right angle was uncertaken. The skin
was stitched to mucosa.
Simultaneously ¢ cervical tube was

raised from the neck extending from mastoid
region to the right side of suprasternal notch.



CERVICAL Tunr RrconstrueTionN of Lower Lip.

After 3 weeks the lip Cefect was reopened
and the Jower end of the tube which has had
previcusly been separated from the cervical
region, was refashioned and stitched into
the defect  (Fig. 2). After 3 weeks the re-
dundant portion of the the tube was excised
and the reconstruction of the lip completed.
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Commentary
In this elderly patient by reconstructing
almost the whole of the lower lip with a
cervical tube, instead of the other popular
methods already mentioned, it was possible
to reduce the extent of the operation con-
siderably. There was no difficulty in provid-
ing him a good oral orifice which could
accommodate his dentures and looked accept-
able, apart from the slight colour difference
in the transferred flap. The greater length of
time required to complete this form of repair
over direct local flaps is offset against the
simplicity and safety of this technique.
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