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Refractory Gastrointestinal Bleeding due to
Gastric Neuroendocrine Tumor Treated with
Application of Hemostatic powder
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Hemostatic powder is a new hemostatic modality that is easy to use and covers a large

surface area. It causes hemostasis by mechanical tamponade over the bleeding vessel
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A 64-year-old gentleman, postcoronary artery bypass graft
surgery and on antiplatelet therapy, presented with hema-
temesis and low hemoglobin (10.6 g/dL). Emergency gastros-
copy revealed an umbilicated lesion measuring 1.5 cm in the
body of the stomach with an active ooze of blood (~Fig. 1).
Hemostasis was achieved with combined hemoclip applica-
tion and adrenaline saline injection. However, he rebled
24 hours later and computed tomography angiography of
the abdominal vessels did not reveal any abnormality. Repeat
gastroscopy revealed persistent oozing of blood from the
lesion despite the presence of hemoclips (=Fig. 2). A hemo-
static powder (Hemospray; Cook Medical, Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, United States) was sprayed over the lesion
and hemostasis was achieved (~Fig. 3). Thereafter, an endo-
scopic biopsy was taken from the edge of the lesion and
histopathological examination revealed a grade Il neuroen-
docrine tumor. There were no further episodes of gastroin-
testinal bleeding and a week later, the patient underwent a
successful surgical resection of the gastric lesion (~Fig. 4).
Hemostatic powder is a new hemostatic modality that is
easy to use and covers a large surface area. It causes
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and increases the concentration of the clotting factor. In this image, we report a case of
gastric neuroendocrine bleeding presenting with refractory bleeding and hemostasis
achieved with the endoscopic application of hemostatic powder.

Fig. 1 Endoscopy: Actively bleeding umbilicated lesion measuring
1.5cm in size in the body of the stomach.

hemostasis by mechanical tamponade over the bleeding
vessel and increases the concentration of the clotting fac-
tors.! It is effective in achieving hemostasis in bleeding
ulcers, varices, and cancer-related bleeding.’
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Fig. 2 Endoscopy: Persistent oozing of the blood from the lesion
despite the presence of hemoclips.

Fig. 4 Surgically resected lesion (arrow).
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