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Gastric Penetration of Gastric Bands
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Figure 1 A 48-year-
old woman had
undergone gastric
banding for extreme
obesity (body mass
index of 47) 3 years
earlier. She subse-
quently complained
of diffuse, persistent
upper abdominal
pain. Upper endosco-
py revealed gastritis.
No amelioration oc-
curred under treat-
ment with proton
pump inhibitor (PPI).
Control endoscopy
eventually showed in-
tragastric migration
of the white gastric
band.

Figure2 Ataroutine
check-up, a 43-year-
old woman was found
to have anemia. She
had also previously
undergone gastric
banding for extreme
obesity. The subse-
quent work-up
included gastroscopy,
which demonstrated
normal gastric muco-
sa. Inversion of the
endoscope, however,
revealed a perforation
of the gastric corpus
due to a penetrating
gastric band. (Contin-
uous exposure to acid
had turned the band
black.)
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