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LETTERS TO EDITOR

Prolongation of PT and a PTT due to Ginseng
formula supplementation in cancerous patients

Sir, breast cancer, post complete cancer treatment for 3 years.

At the reported visit period, she was not on any chemo-
The use of alternative medicine among cancerous  or radiotherapy. The identified problem in the follow-up
patients is very common.! An important concern is  of this case was unexplained prolonged prothrombin
on the unwanted effect. Here, the authors present an  time (PT) (about two-times of control) and activated
interesting case. The case is an old female patient with ~ partial thromboplastin time (aPTT) (about two-times
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of control). This case was continuously followed-up,
and this abnormal laboratory finding still persisted. The
possible cause was searched and there was no other
abnormal hematological laboratory findings. After careful
history taking, the patient revealed a history of using a
Ginseng formula herbal regimen for 3 months. This is
the suspected cause, and the patient was told to stop this
supplementation. Of interest, the dramatic return of
PT and aPTT to normal limits could be derived in the
follow-up visit in 1 month.

Indeed, the effect of Ginseng on PT and aPTT has been
reported for years, butitis not widely mentioned.”! Because
the use of alternative medicine is very common among the
patients who have cancer, consideration of the unwanted
effect from those supplementations is required in cancer
therapy.
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A free application to browse and search the journal’s content is now available for iPhone/iPad.
The application provides “Table of Contents” of the latest issues, which are stored on the device
for future offline browsing. Internet connection is required to access the back issues and search
facility. The application is Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad and Requires i0S 3.1 or
later. The application can be downloaded from http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/medknow-journals/
id458064375%s=1&mt=8. For suggestions and comments do write back to us.
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