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ABSTRACT

        
There has been much discussion and controversy over the management of blowout fractures of the orbit. At various times, recommendations have included operating on all orbital floor fractures and operating on none of them. As our understanding of blowout fractures and their sequelae has evolved over time, so too has understanding of when and whom would benefit from surgery. In the past, the focus has often been on early versus late repair. The focus should really be on understanding the mechanisms of diplopia and enophthalmos in orbital floor fractures, the best way to evaluate a patient, and, finally, the best method of restoring maximal function and appearance. We present herein a historical perspective on the management of orbital floor fractures and our current recommendations for the indications and timing of surgical repair. 
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