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ABSTRACT

        
Future growth and development of plastic and reconstructive surgery will push forward on all fronts, from the prevention of injury to improvements in primary and secondary wound closure, healing, surgical planning, instrumentation, and techniques. Current technology is on the brink of promoting rapid healing and preventing scar formation at the cellular level by affecting the healing process. Tissue engineering has the potential of creating new tissue with the potential to closely approximate missing or damaged tissue from a biopsy of the original. The next generation of reconstructive surgeons may approach traumatic wounds in a completely different fashion, with computers, growth factors, and cell cultures as opposed to a scalpel and suture. 
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