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ABSTRACT

        
The peripheral nerve branches of cranial nerves V and VII in the face are more often exposed closer to the plane of dissection and more likely to be injured during the course of composite, extended subsubmuscular aponeurotic system (SMAS) and subperiosteal rhytidectomy. It is important to understand the location of these nerves to avoid injury. The facial nerves can be divided into seven danger zones that are most susceptible to injury during rhytidectomy. A full comprehension of the intricate anatomy of the facial nerve is necessary to avoid injury during rhytidectomy. Injury to the facial nerve occurs in 0.4-2.6% of rhytidectomies; 80% of these injuries resolving in 6 months. The temporal and marginal mandibular deficits have potentially irreparable persistence.
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